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1 August 1952 

icccription of Inc idea' 



Belief aatalne, Ohio 



At 19112 * radar track appeared SO miles BUV of V-P AFB, The course vos £1*0 
decree* at 1*00 knots* Tvo F-06*s under OCX control voro then 6W of that position* 



She f igUtero vert vectored and node visual contact at 15552* Fighters stayed with 
the object until Lfil3Z* 

Interrogation of sources, on AP major and lieutenant, reveal tbs followings 
a* The F-C6*s elided to 46,000*, fell off, and then undo a second climb 
to 46,000** The pilot node n camera run* The major estimated tho object at 50 to 

1 

* 

/ 70,000** She object 1 * slso, accepting source 1 * estimate of distance was 24-40* in 

■ 

diameter and source sold bis optical sight Just covered tbs object* The films wore 
not sufficiently clear, Use object appeared os e fuzzy, email Imago In the upper right 
hand c earner vitb dlnccrnoble action to lover left* 



b* Tiro important facta voro established! Be -affirmation that the UFO 

a 

moved at 400 knots and Indication that tho two F-6o*o and UFO appeared simultaneously 
on tho ground rad or scope* Xt is obvious that all eyes and antennas were fixed on the 



seas object. 



rrrsntn 



The object vos not a balloon, a Inca tho speed vos too fast, A ravins ondo was 
released at lgooa and moved off to the coat, The object moved m% a gainst the wind* 

She blip also vso that of a normal a/c« The object was net e known a/e because the 
altitude was too high, The object vos not astronomical as dual radar returns eliminate 
this* Electronic c r visual mirage of meteorological (benouenoa Is out of the question 

I 

as tho radar set vim on high beam, cad both would not occur simultaneously In the sacs 



place, Tho sighting occurred "above the weather"# 
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Description of Incident 

At 155U# * refer trsck appeared SO sllss NW of W-P APB. The course was 
24 0 * at 400 knots* Two F-66's under OCX control were then located ten miles 
$17 of that position* The fighters were vectored and cade visual contact at 
1555*# lighters starred with the object util 1615 Z. 

Interrogation of sources# an A? ns jar and lieutenant# reveal the following! 

a* The F-S6'e climbed to 4£»000 v # fell off# and then made a second 
climb to iift#000*. The major made a camera run the second tine and received a 
weak return on his radar gunsight* The lieutenant's sight was "caged" so he 
received no return* The major estimated the object at 12# 000-20, 000* above his 
altitude of 40# 000** This estimate was substantiated by the range capability 
of the radar gunsight* The object's else# eeoeptlng source's estimate of dim* 
tehee# wee 24-40' in dimeter end scarce aid hie optical sight just covered 
the object* The films were not sufficiently clear* The object appeared as a 
fussy# small image in the upper right hand corner with diacemable motion to 
lower left* 

b* The A&W Squadron established two Important facts* Re- affirmation 
that the UFO moved at 400 knots end Indication that the two F-06's and UfO ap- 
peared simultaneously on the OCX scope* It If obvious that all eyes and anten- 
nas were fixed on the ease object* 



BeUefontelne# Ohio 

# 

i 



Comments 



The object was not a balloon# since the speed was too fast* A rawinsonde 
was released at 1500Z and moved off to the sect* The object moved against the 
wind* The blip else was that of a normal aircraft* The object was not a known 
aircraft because the altitude was too high* The object wee not astronomical as 
dual radar returns eliminate this* Electro nlo or visual mirage of meteorolog- 
ical phenomenon is out of the question as the refer set was on high beam# and 
both would not occur similtaneoualy in the same place* The sighting occurred 
•above the weather"* 




Conclusion 
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1) Ttm object picked up on gruunoTaaar naa actually nccn a 
jet plane, flying out of Cleveland, It had not heen identified im- 
mediately because the Bellefontaine station had not received its 
flight plan. At 10:4s that morning the jet had been north of )ayton, 
flying at low altitude on a southwest heading, at a speed of around 
525 miles an hour— the exact time, position, and speed of the radar 
unknown. 

2) The pilots of the interceptors never saw this jet. What they 
saw, what their gun radar detected, and what their gun camera 
photographed was a twenty -loot radiosonde balloon that had been 
released from Wright-Pat terson Air Force Base that morning shortly 
Irefore the sighting. Ground radar, on the other hand, never picked 
up the balloon. 

3) The chief reason for the (infusion was that ground radar 
did not have a height-finding device. When the operator notified 
the pilots thnt his scope showed a blending of the returns pro- 
duced by the pursuit jets and by the unknown, neither lie or tire 
pilots had any way to tell whether the unknown was directly above 
or directly below the pursuing jets. At 30,000 feet the pilots were 
too high to see the Cleveland jet far below them. Rut they did see 
the balloon above them and naturally assumed that it was the 
object they were supposed to be chasing. 

4) Since the ground radar stopped functioning at this point, the 
operator could no longer track the course of the unknown or of the 
interceptors. If the radar had been working, he would have seen 
that the target continued on to the southwest while the interceptors 
were searching in a different area to the north. 




FINAL GALLEY PROOF 



Galley 63-THE WORLD OF FLYING SAUCERS 

5) The photographs confirmed this reconstruction of a compli- 
cated serifs of events. The pictures obtained by the guu camera 
displayed a inuml, indistinct blur. Analysis showed that the size of 
tin* object was that of a twenty-foot sphere— a Itulloon— photo- 
graphed from a distance of 30.000 feet. 



it i, 1952, two dnys after the Michigan in ’ 'nt, such a 
arose with an impressive radar- visual -photogru,,iiic sighting 
Bcllcfontaine, Ohio [2]. At 10:45 a.m. C.D.S.T., the radar 
iterator at the Air Defense command post picked up an uniden- 
tified target north of Dayton, moving southwest at a speed of about 
525 miles an hour. Two jets from Wright-Patterson Air Force Base 
were scrambled for an intercept and were vectored in by ground 
control. Since the ground radar was not equipped with height- 
finding devices, however, the operator could not direct the pilots 
to a specific altitude; be could only tell them whether they were 
nearer to or farther from the target. 

When the jets had reached 30,000 feet, ground radar informed 
them that they were almost on target, which was still moving 
southwest at the same speed. A few seconds later, the returns from 
the jets and the UFO blended on the radarseopc and the operator 
advised the pilots that they would have to continue the search 
visually. At this moment, unfortunately, the ground radar suddenly 
failed. Soon after communication between ground and air had 
ended, the lead pilot observed a silver-colored sphere several thou- 
sand feet above him. Both jets went after it but although they 
climbed to their maximum altitude, 40,000 feet, neither could get 
close enough to identify the object, which was still some 30,000 feet 
above them. One pilot, however, managed to expose several feet 
of film with his gun camera. At the same moment the warning light 
on his gunsight radar blinked on to indicate it detected a solid 
object. At this point the jets broke off the intercept and started 
back to Wright-Patterson Field. 

Both pilots then realized that, although they had Keen chasing 
an unknown for some ten minutes, they were still northwest of 
the base in almost the same area where they had started the inter- 
cept. This surprising fact seemed to indicate that the unknown had 
stowed down from its original speed of 525 miles an hour, to hover 
in the sky nearly motionless. 

Flying-saucer addicts regarded this series of events as an iron- 
clad case. One of them commented, "For the first time a saucer 
had been photographed during simultaneous radar and visual sight- 
ings, with the camera 'plane [ sic ] also locked on by radar. It 
was absolute proof that this saucer was a solid object, a controlled, 
disc-shaped machine.” [ 10, p. 109] 

After sifting the evidence, ATIC investigators eventually found 
the more prosaic though complicated solution to the puzzle: 
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DAY.TON, Ohio Au*, 1 ; 

interceptor pilots reportrd to 
WHiU^PMtmn Air Force B. 
or. lib today thru thry : A - an 
ot n the sky which they did 
»<n think was a lipht reftr :;on 
tt was the Ar t time pilot? 
^ heekinsr on flying saucer repo: 
here had made such a positive 
- atement. 

The two interceptors were sen: 
i;p about 1:45 a. m .vf:- r thr A:r 
Force base had received five or six 

:’ tof mucc 
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They *•<! | officer.- they u #-r.t up 
flrjoir 17.000 fee*. an.l f r about tt r. 
wcond-t watched a bright ook- • 
»hicii hovered above them It then 
disappeared at "a high rate of 
speed " I 

“We deliberately maneuvered 
around to make sure it wa n a 
h-ht reSv iHn. At first appeal r ; 
red and white and then wh*:*’ 
fir.lv." they said. 

The pilot;- . attached to the 97:1 
Fighter Winy, were Mr Jam* 

B. Smith, and 1st L:. Donald J 
Hemer. recently transferred from' 
<TTTSft Air Force Base, Pa: 
False. HI. 

The Air Technical Intelligence 
Center ;n charge of “fljnnz-sauc- 
er ' invest: at ions, immediately 
oidered the two pih t - t.i s-op rom> 
■tenting further on their r. > 
r "* ' ’ and ordered a ban cn pic- 
ture* of the two. 

In the report to Caw K J p. .p- 
p’h. in chare of -‘fljin -'.ut- r“ 
studif'. the fa j piio's sat.i the” 
were unub> to e ’im. ’e the ob- 
je ( • local.. >n be ,< . ■ **u vv., 

riair. and th« re it.tr- n thing to 
compare it with.’* 

Although the eT5ci.il Ti'pc.f 

the pilots observed the object for 
J about ten seconds, that probably 
Jeferred :o the bs.ef time thi 

a good look at :t. i 

One of the pilot* reported* "I 
4» t ink the Iicht w as a refiec- 
' t:on. I del.bcrately maw;*-. ered 
•round It at several angles to 
make sure ;t w .isn't a 1 : •• rifle - 
tion. If it had been. Ihcie would 
ha\e been a char. 1 ' 
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FLYOBRPT - 1 lug 52 - Belief on tains , Ohio 



X* Interrogation of Maj Smith and Lt Meaner by Lta Flues and Ole eon rare tied 
following* 

' A. F-86's olimbed to 48,000 ft,, than fall off, than made a second olimb 
to 48,000 ft, Maj Smith sad a a oanara run the seoond tins and received a weak 
return on his radar gunslght, Hetsaer's sight was "caged*, so ha received no 
returns, Smith estimated object at 12-20,000 ft, above him at 48,000 ft. This 
satinets is substantiated by range capability of radar gunslght. 



B, Objeeth else, accepting Smith's estimate of distance, is 24*40 ft, in 
diameter, as computed from the fact that the gunslght is two nils in diameter and 
Shlth said pip Just oovered object. 



C, The films were not sufficiently dear. Object apoeared as fussy email 
image in upper right hand corner with dlecemable notion to lower left. 



II, The objeot is noti 

A, Balloon speed too fast, 15002 radjWonde release moved off to east, 
Objeot moves against the winds. Blip else Is that of normal aircraft. 



b. Known aircraft. Altitude too high, 

c. Astro, uial radar returns eliminate this, 

d. Electronic or visual mirage or meteorological phenomena. Radar set 
is on high beam. Both would not occur simultaneously in same plaoe, Sighting 
occurs "above the weather". 
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While aboard the tT.S. vesse l Sa nt jl , LuIm . which rat at anchor In the mouth 
of the Oueyat River, Cept. MMBHRkBMHM called my attention to th ree, ronp d 
flsj. station ary objects overhead. These object? were to the northwest end 
RlpS “at - wrangle of aonro5c5wrtely 75® elevation. They wer e me tall i c In ool or 
en^Lrgf leetg L the WB i which at It 00 p.m», wee a little more to the~west than 
the objectiT Ai^te t about 5 . seco nds oneof the objects dived down to the west 
and turned beck to the nort hweet . While watching the one I lost sight of the 
other twoT^Wl thl nanother 5 seconds the one I wee watching wae out of eight. 
The else la unknown due to the unknown altitude. Each would appear about the 
else of e pin heed held at arm's length. 1 estimate the distance as ten miles 
ewaj on the 75° degree angle end the alee ee fifty feet In diameter. From 
my angle the objec t s_a pp as red almost round In shape. 



M/3gt., USAF 
Mission 
Ecuador 
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LAWRENCE P. STOVER 
Major v U5AF 

Director of Intelligence 
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2. Bell/bntaine , Ohio - 1 August 1952 

At 1551Z on 1 Aug 52 ground radar from Wright-Pattcrson AFL sighted 
an unknown object on Its scope* Two F-86's from the 97th Fighter- In- 
terceptor Squadron were vectored into the area and observed a a liver 
round object* Airborne radar oontact was not made but attests were 
made to get gun camera shots* The objeot was above the climbing capa- 
bility of the F-86 's and appeared to be steadily gaining altitude when 
the fighters returned to base for fuel* 



The gun camera film showed a moving objeot which la too indistinct 
.for further analysis* 



Solution t Was a balloon* Thera were local balloon releasee prior 

[ to the lighting* 
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1 August 1952 



BtUifooUlMi Ohio 



Daacrlptlon of Incident 

At 15512# * radar track appeared SO mllee HWf of W-P APB* The course was 
2lfi° at 1*00 knots* Two F-66'e under OCX control were then located ten miles 
5V of that position* the fighters were vectored and nade visual contact at 
15552* Fighters stayed with the Object until 16X52* 

Interrogation of sources# an Af najer and lieutenant# reveal the following* 



a* The F-66's climbed to l£#00w v # fell off# and then made a second 
climb to i«fi|000(* The major made a c inert run the second time and received a 
weak return on his radar gunalght* Iht lieutenant's sight was "caged” so he 
received no return* The major estimated the object at IS# 000-20# 000 f above his 
altitude of i£#000'* This estimate was substantiated by the range capability 
of the radar gunsight* The objoet's also# accepting source's estimate of dia- 
tanos# was 2lHfO* In diameter and source said his optical sight just covered 
the objoot* The films ware not sufflelantly clear* The object appeared so a 
fussy# small Image In the upper right hand corner with disc enable motion to 
lower left* 

■ 

b* The AAV Squadron established two Important facts* Re- affirmation 
that the UFO moved at 1*00 knots and indication that the two F-66's and UFO ap- 
peared simultaneously on the OCX scops* It Is obvious that aU eyes and anten- 
nas were fixed on the sans object* 

Ocmmenta 

lhs object was not a balloon# sines the speed was too fast* A rawlnsonde 
was released at 15001 and moved off to the east* The object moved against the 
wind* the blip also was that of a normal aircraft* The object was not a known 
aircraft because the altitude was tee high* The object was not astronomical as 
feel radar returns eliminate this* electronic or visual mirage of meteorolog- 
ical phenomenon la out of the question as the radar set was on high beam# and 
both would not occur simultaneously la the same place* The sighting occurred 
"above the weather"* 

* 

» • 

Conclusion 
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ATIAA-5 (2 Cot 52) 1st Ind 

HEuDjUaRTERS, 664 TH A© CT SQUADRON, Bellefontaine, Ohio 

TJ: Coiwnu riling General, Air tech Intel Center, ,/rlght-Tatteraon «*?!*, 

Dayton, Ohio 

In ao’npliance with paragraph 1, basic letter, the :Unlar 
Observation Data Ghee t In couple toJ and for^ardeJ for yaur inf or Tuition. 



FOR THE COKTU’DI.N’G OFFICER: 
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SUBJECTS (Unci) FLXOBRFT 



TO t Gocnandlng Offioer 

664 th AC & W Squadron 
Belief on taine , Ohio 



i 

1* With reference to your unidentified flying object report 
(FLYOBRPT) of 011550Z August 1952, it is requested that you complete 
the inclosed Radar Ob serration Data Sheet, You may omit questions 1, 
2, 4, 5, and 6 of Part II as the Air Technical Intelligence Center is 
already in possession of the complete weather data. 

2, However, question 8, Pert H, is extremely important* Speci- 
fically, it is necessary to know if the unidentified flying object afad 
the two F-86's appeared slMilteneously on the radar scope* 
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jrs c PASCHAL 

Lieut, DHAF 

Au»t AJr Adjutant General 
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III. SPECIFIC TARGET QUESTIONS 
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